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Happy Spring!  Now all we need is warmer weather.
We had a very successful Cabin Fever lecture series this winter.  We had three

very interesting speakers.  We hope you were able to see them in person or on
Facebook Live.  This program grows more popular every year.  There is one more
presentation to come.  On May 7th, Fred Stonehouse will speak about the “Forgot-
ten Heroes- The United States Life Saving Service on the Great Lakes.”  This is the
kickoff event celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Sturgeon Point Life Saving
Station.  (See the flyer in this newsletter for more information,) Mark your calendar
now for the Sturgeon Point Life Saving Station Celebration Day on Saturday, Au-
gust 1, 2026.  More information will follow.

We are looking forward to the 2026 season and all that it holds.  We got
through the winter snow, the biggest ice storm in history for our area and survived
the flooding.  There are lots of trees down and a couple new ‘ponds’ on the Stur-
geon Point Lighthouse State Park grounds.  Fortunately, there was no major dam-
age to the buildings – Bailey School has a small dent on the east eave, and the
Lighthouse’s outer hatch door and window came loose.  With the Spring Cleanup at
Sturgeon Point/Bailey School is on Monday, May 11th, we should be able to get
most of the debris cleared for the opening of the season on Friday, May 22nd.

We hope to have the Lincoln Depot open on Saturdays in July and August
again this year.  A cleanup day for the depot will be held in June.  Keep your eyes
open for a date.

We continue to be open weekends through the end of September.  We would
love to have you visit us this year.  We are planning to add a day (Thursday) for July
and August.

Our Camp Host, Bob Beard, will be joining us again this year.  We are still
working with the State of Michigan to develop two campsites off Point Road to
provide our camp hosts with better accommodations.  We are awaiting the State’s
approval to begin that work.

Already this spring we participated in the Lincoln Easter Egg Hunt.  What fun
it was to have the Lincoln Depot open to hand out Easter eggs to eager children.

We are in the process of opening an endowment fund with the Community
Foundation of Northeast Michigan.  The purpose of this fund is twofold: We hope
that over time this fund will ensure the longevity of Alcona Historical Society, and we
see it as another opportunity for our membership and visitors to give and help pre-
serve the wonderful history of Alcona County.

We look forward to seeing or hearing from you this year.  Now is the time to
send in your 2026 membership dues.  The membership form is attached to this
newsletter.

Enjoy this year’s 250th America Anniversary,
Kristin Benghauser

President’s Letter



Celebrating Sturgeon Point Life Saving
Service 150th Anniversary – a Brief History
In 1869 Sturgeon Point became the home of the United

States Lighthouse Service when the lighthouse was built.
Seven years later, in 1876 a second service was set up at
Sturgeon Point, the United States Life Saving Service.  The
purpose, to save the lives of those who faced peril on the
Great Lakes. The Sturgeon Point Lifesaving Station opened
on September 15, 1876. A total of $4,790 was allocated to
build a lifesaving tower and furnish the station with essential
equipment. The equipment consisted of a surfboat and a
few other pieces of apparatus. The surfboat was used at the
station from 1876 to 1888. The first boat weighed 500
pounds and could be fitted with sails. It required a crew of
six. In 1889 a larger lifeboat arrived to replace the surfboat.
This required a crew of eight.

At first the lifesaving station was maintained by volun-
teer crews. They were to receive $10 per rescue, involving
the saving of human life. Perley Silverthorn became the first
keeper/captain of the station. He had been the first light-
house keeper at Sturgeon Point.  He was paid a yearly sal-
ary of $200. He had resigned his job as lighthouse keeper,
which had paid a yearly salary of $400 and had provided
him with a residence. It was felt the lifesaving station work
would be more exciting than lighthouse keeper chores.

The keeper was selected by the superintendent of the
district. He was required to have a thorough mastery of boat
craft and surfing. He had to be able to read and write, be of
good character and habits, and be able bodied. Another
requirement was to be less than 45 years of age.

The keeper oversaw the selection of his crew. Both
keepers and crew were examined by a board of inspectors
comprising of an officer of the Revenue Cutter Service, a
surgeon and an expert surfman.

During the first years of operation, the lifesaving sta-
tion opened in the spring and continued through the end of
navigation season in mid-December.

Daily routines included keeping watch in the watch
tower for ships in distress, night patrol of the beach (about a
5-mile trek north and south), caring for equipment, and prac-
ticing lifesaving drills.

In 1915 the Revenue Cutter Service and the United
States Life Saving Service joined together to become the
United States Coast Guard.

Sturgeon Point was the focus of a variety of social
activities. During the summer, baseball games were played
there, family picnics were a favorite pastime, and visitors

could watch the daily drills, take a tour of the lighthouse and
climb the tower. Dancing was a favorite summer and winter
pastime. The crew of the lifesaving station usually gave an
annual closing ball. They would sometimes secure a build-
ing in town to hold the event. It was one of the social events
of the season.

By 1937 lifesaving stations along the Great Lakes were
being reduced in number and manpower because commer-
cial vessels were a rarity and most vessels were equipped
with radios. By 1941 William Olson, keeper of the lifesav-
ing station, retired after more than 31 years of service in the
U.S. Lifesaving and Coast Guard Service. The station was
closed and the last remaining surfman, George Elmer, was
transferred to East Tawas.

In 1982 the Alcona Historical Society received one of
many one-year leases to work on restoration of Sturgeon
Point Lighthouse.  By then, all the Life Saving Station build-
ings were long gone.  This year the Society is working to
restore the history of the Life Saving Station by creating an
outdoor exhibit that will illustrate the history of the Station
through stories and photographs.  We hope to have much
of this exhibit completed by our Celebration Day on Satur-
day, August 1st.  Come join us.

Much of this Information was provided from Doris A. Gauthier’s
book “Alcona – The Lake Pioneers.”

US Life Saving Service building at
Sturgeon Point
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City___________________________________State___________________Zip______________
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I do not have an email address. Please mail my newsletter.______
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I would like to pay more than one year - _____________

Please contact me so that I may learn more about volunteer opportunities ______
Kristin Benghauser, AHS Membership Chair • P.O. Box 174, Harrisville MI 48740

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Now is the time to send in your
2026 membership dues.

 Your past support and membership indicates that you share the
Society’s goals and objectives in preserving and protecting the

historical resources in Alcona County.
We truly appreciate your involvement, whether it is your membership

or donations, your willingness to volunteer at one of the Society’s
historical sites, attending one of our events, or providing historical

items or information. All of these activities allow the Alcona Historical
Society to continue to grow.

Please complete the membership form below and send it with your
check to Alcona Historical Society, P.O. Box 174, Harrisville, MI 48740. If
you have any questions regarding membership, please do not hesitate

to contact Kristin at (989) 471-2088 or by email at
ahs@alconahistoricalsociety.com.

Thank you so much for being a part of Alcona Historical Society and
supporting the work we do



Historical Society of
Michigan: A Benefit of

being a part of AHS
As a member of Alcona Historical Society, you can 

benefit from the Historical Society of Michigan’s(HSM) 
weekly History Hounds® Lecture Series  All programs 
are remote, via Zoom, so you can participate on your home 
computer, laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Register for the 
programs on HSM’s website at www.hsmichigan.org. On 
the registration form, select “A” member of an HSM mem-
ber organization” and enter the name of your organization. 
Select the programs you wish to attend. HSM will email 
you the Zoom link the day before each program. Free 
admission is courtesy of Alcona Historical Society’s mem-
bership with HSM.  Take a look at their website.  There 
are lots of interesting programs.

Spring Cleanup
On Monday, May 11 at 10 a.m. we will be meet-

ing at Sturgeon Point State Park to work on getting the
grounds and buildings ready for the opening on May 22nd.
Please come and help us get ready!  Dress to get dirty!
Refreshments will be served.  Any questions – call Kristin
(989) 471-2088.  Thanks, and see you there!

Museum Docents
We can always use volunteers to work in our three

museums this summer. Whether it is Sturgeon Point Light-
house, Bailey School, or Lincoln Depot, your help is
appreciated.  You can also volunteer for our one-day
special events.  If you are interested in spending a day or
two, or volunteering on a more regular basis, your time
will be well spent. Please call Kristin at (989) 471-2088
if you are interested or have questions.  Training is pro-
vided.

Volunteers Needed

Join us in continuing the celebration of the 150th anni-
versary of the Sturgeon Point Life Saving Station at Stur-
geon Point Day, Saturday, August 1, 2026, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.  We will feature new displays of daily life at Stur-
geon Point and the tasks of the many life-saving crew mem-
bers and (later) Coast Guard members.  Also planned:  music
all afternoon, photo booths, rock painting, new scavenger
hunts, lunch items, and (hopefully) some animal friends.  See
you at the Point!

The March ice storm caused minor damage to the
roof of Baily School and damaged many trees leaving de-
bris to be cut up and moved as part of our Spring clean-up
effort.  April’s snow melt and heavy rains caused flooding
and ground water streams.

Ice Storm and Flooding
at Sturgeon Point

Save the Date for
Sturgeon Point Day!



The following reminiscent tales of the early days along
this portion of Huron’s coast, are from the pen of J. M.
McGregor, a former well-known lake captain and are taken
from letters written by him to friends in Harrisville.

Captain McGregor is in his 76th year and though he
has retired from lake service he is still well preserved men-
tally and physically and holds a responsible position with
Detroit’s health department:

Of course you do not remember as long ago as the
year 1865. However, I do, and will relate something of my
first trip by water to Harrisville. The picture on the post
card from you reminds me of it.

I was mate of a steam tow boat named the John
Prindiville; we were towing rafts of long timber from Au-
Sable river to Toledo for a firm named Stone, Kronkite &
Potenck. On our arrival for a raft a fishing boat had just
brought in two bodies from the ill fated steamer Pewabic,
sunk in collision with the steamer Meteor off Thunder Bay,
Lake Huron. On learning of the recovering of those bodies
we decided to make a run up the lake as far as the scene of
the disaster hoping to discover other bodies. We were not
successful in discovering any more bodies. ‘The captain of
the Prindiville and I both had friends who were lost on the
Pewabic, you therefore see our interest in the matter. We
used cord wood for fuel then and as we had used up some
of our wood we came into Harrisville where we knew there
was good beech and maple on the pier to replenish our
supply. Neither the captain nor I had ever been at the pier
at Harrisville. We picked up a fishing boat out in the lake
which belonged there and the fisherman was to pilot us in
to the pier. Well, the fisherman piloted us on to a shoal
about four hundred feet out in the lake just a little north of
the range of the north side of the pier where we stayed for
two hours. Our boat was not a large one but quite deep;
however there was depth of water quite sufficient at the
pier and all the way into the pier when we learned where it
was. Well, we got our supply of wood and went on our
way rejoicing.

There was a flouring mill then at Harrisville, whether it
is the one in the picture I do not know. George L. Colwell
was then an enterprising young business man of the town.

I am much pleased to hear from you and to learn you
are enjoying life up in the AuSable highlands.

The picture of Sturgeon Point lighthouse reminds me
of a trip I made to that vicinity in the summer of 1872. I was
master of a tow boat named the Vulcan. She was one of

Old lake man is reminiscent
Capt. McGregor Recalls Early Happenings on Huron Coast.

the most powerful boats of her kind on the lakes. We landed
at the pier at Alcona where a Mr. Haynes was waiting for
us. We came to tow a raft of long timber from Alcona to
Toledo. The raft was made up and at anchor between Stur-
geon Point light and Alcona, and although there is a dan-
gerous- reef that runs out into the lake for a mile from the
lighthouse, where the raft was anchored, we could throw a
stone from the boat to the shore because we lay in deep
water that close to the shore. Well, we had good weather
and delivered the raft in Toledo in prime condition. We
were to tow another one for Mr. Haynes but were wreck-
ing the Steamer R.J. Hackett ashore on the south east point
of Thunder Bay Island, therefore could net wait upon Mr.
Haynes. He engaged another boat but was quite unfortu-
nate, losing a large part of the raft and being put to consid-
erable extra expense to save the remainder.

In mentioning the tug Vulcan, some of the older
people who live in Harrisville can recall the burning of the
steamer Marine City of Alcona and of a very important
part the Vulcan played in saving the lives of the passengers
and crew of the ill fated steamer.

Capt. Thos. Hackett was then master of the Vulcan,
and the tug was owed by the lumber firm of Alger Smith
and Co., of Detroit.

This story was first published in thebJuly 29, 1020
edition of the Alcona County Review
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Stories by local authors R.E. Prescott, Doris Gauthier, Hazel
Phetteplace, Annette Ludwig, Marie Schelley, Elrita Sterling,
Charles Reynolds, Bill Kahn, Annie Anderson and many, many
more.

Comments and Reviews:
“I read it cover to cover in one sitting.  Couldn’t put it down.”
“Every county would be lucky to have a book like this”
“Lots of laughter, and a few tears…..”
“Alcona history comes alive with these stories.”
“A snapshot of the hardships and joys of the early settlers.”

The Alcona Reader
Stories and history of Alcona County written by those who lived it!

Available at Amazon.com
(ISBN 978-1726301725).


